National Certification for School Counselors
Why the National Certified School Counselor Credential (NCSC) is a better option for some school Counselors
· Some school counselors have never been trained as a teacher.  While school counselors function as an educator, they also serve students as a counselor. 

· The NCSC takes both roles of the school counselor into consideration during the certification process and helps counselors develop their counseling and classroom skills.
· NCSC follows CACREP standards, many school counselors graduate from programs which are CACREP accredited, so this is a natural flow from education to post-masters training.  CACREP is the certifying body for counseling programs.
· School Counselors who hold the NCSC credential are held to the American School Counseling Association (ASCA) code of ethics.  The National Board for Certified Counselors (NBCC) holds these counselors accountable for unethical behavior.  
· According the ASCA code of ethics the counseling relationship is confidential and confidentially should only be broken for appropriate reasons.  One such reason given is supervision between a counselor and his/her supervisor.  This is why the NCSC uses supervision as it’s method for improving counseling skills.  
· Supervision is a great way for school counselors to gain experience and skills in a number of areas.  The supervisor/supervisee relationship is essential in growth and development of a school counselor’s skills.  The NCSC requires that a school counselor have 3 years of supervised experience by a highly qualified counselor.  This relationship often continues to grow and be helpful to the school counselor throughout his/her career.

· School Counselors who also hold an LPC are held to the American Counseling Association (ACA) code of ethics as well as the ASCA code of ethics.  This ethical code is more stringent and specific than the ASCA code of ethics.  ACA code of ethics states that counselors need to protect clients (students) from any unforeseen harm.  Many school counselors feel that by sending a video tape of a counseling session in the mail, they are breaking this ethical code because here is no way to control what happens to a video tape once it leaves a counselor’s hands.  
· Continuing education for school counselors is very important.  The NCSC requires that school counselors obtain 100 hours of continuing education every 5 years.  They require that 25% of the continuing education falls in the “school counseling” area.  The rest of the 100 hours must fall within one of the CACREP approved content areas and must be approved by NBCC.  This training helps school counselors better serve students.
